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safe, owing to the vigorous action of Davout, whose splendid
corps once more covered itself with glory, and was within a
hair's-breadth of completing the ruin of the Eussians. Lestocq
was only just in time to stop the growing disorder. Still,
even with the ground he regained, the Eussian position, with
its left wing en potence, and with N"ey holding Schloditten on
the other flank, on the road to Koenigsberg, was one of great
peril.

Could either side have renewed this sanguinary struggle
on the 9th, is a question impossible to answer. Still, Napoleon
had two corps, Ney's and the Guard, comparatively ininjured,
whilst Bennigsen had none. The Russian ammunition had
nearly run out,* On the French side, Davout, at any rate,
had got up his ammunition columns and replenished his
supply.f Probably the reserve ammunition had also axrived
by the Landsberg road.

Bennigsen's retreat was, doubtless, his wisest course. He
had inflicted enormous loss on the French and had rendered
it impossible for them to pursue with any vigour; better
still, the blow to Napoleon's prestige in Europe had been
very heavy.

The Kussian general appears to have made no attempt
to fortify his selected field of battle. There were no barricades
or abattis in Eylau, none in Serpallen, nothing to check the
progress of troops in the woods. In the prevailing frost,
the ground was, of course, unworkable; but is it not
possible that something might have been done with the snow?
Might it not have been utilised, at least, to afford some
concealment to the Eussians on the bare face of the heights ?
As it was, they were silhouetted clearly against the snow,
and, when the sky was clear, offered a splendid target to the
French artillery. Anything in the form of trenches in the
snow would have seriously incommoded Murat's cavalry.
The fact appears to be that it was not the way of the Eussians
to use the spade, even on a defensive field of battle, at this
* Wilson, p. 107.                       f Davowt, p. 171.